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are ambitious. By 2020, the
UK government wants at
least 30 per cent of energy
used in the UK to come
from renewable sources,
compared with 5 per cent
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is designed to help hit these
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At present, households
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home, helping to Tower fuei
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However, homeowners are
not typically paid for any
solar energy they use them-
selves.

This is ‘set to change in
April, when the new feed-in
tariff comes in.- Through
this .scheme, people with
their own source of renewa-
ble energy will be paid a
guaranteed fixed price for
each unit of electricity they
generate, even if they use it
to power their own home,

Rob.Lewis at the Energy

Saving Trust points out that
the tariff will be open to
households that generate
energy  through other
renewable means, such as
wind power, as well as
solar. However, wind power
is suitable for far fewer
households.

Newman says that while
uptake of the government
grants for solar installation
has so far been weak, the
new tariff should be a cata-
lyst for a rise in demand.

The details of the tariff
are still being set by the
government but the pro-
posed price is 36.5p per kilo-
watt hour (KWh) of electric-
ity generated, fixed for 25
yvears. This is around three
times the amount most
households pay through
their regular energy bills,
but still Iower than the
price paid in other coun-
tries. Households are also
likely to be able to sell sur-
plus electricity back to the
grid for an extra 5p per unit.

The amount of solar
energy that can be gener
ated by a residential prop-
erty will depend on its size
and location. A typical ter-
raced or semi-detached
house might hold a 2kW S¥s-
tem, according to the
Energy Saving  Trust.
Detached properties, farm-
houses and barns could gen-
erate double that.

Lewis estimates that a
2kW system ig likely to cost
around £12,500 to install and
could generate around 1,700
units of electricity per year.
This would transiate into an
annual profit of around £770
taking into account the
income for generation and
export and the benefit of
cheaper electricity bilis.
Baséd on thege figures, it
would take a household
around 15 vears to recoup
its investment: while those
that take advantage of the
£2,500 grant would see this
reduced to around 12 years.




